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Amy  Looking  forward  to  New  Cabinet  pursuance 
of  irrrvable  National  policy  Strengthening  of 
Planning  Board  Urged, 

(Excerpt  fr«s  the  ASAKI  Press  Jan,  ^939) 


Although  the  arrny  was  eagerly  desirous  that  the  KONOl®  Cabinet 
be  continually  pushing  forward,  the  cabinet  having  had  collapsed, 
Lieutenant-General  ITAGAKI  happened  to  becor^  the  succeeding  Var 
Vinister  upon  the  unanirous  recoT^endaticn  of  three  Director-Generals, 
Hov>  puch  the  arry  estiFates  the  real  value  of  the  HIRANUJ  A  Cabinet 
could  be  said  to  be  a  baroreter  to  judge  the  life  pf  the.  HIRANW'’A 
Cabinet,  whether  long-lived  or  short-lived. 

The  fundamental  theory  ruling  thoroughly  in  the  Arry  was  co^-pletely 
manifested  in  the  statement  made  by  Prfc*"ier  KONOYE  previously  regarding 
the  national  policy  in  connection  with  the  now  phase  of  the  China 
Incident.  The  concrete  measures  for  establishing  new  brder  in  the 
Far  East  are  already  decided  and  courses  to  pursue  hereafter  are  also 
prei>ai'ed,  tlie  would  have  to  follow  these  courses  merely  from  new  on 
in  order  to  attain  the  objective  of  establishing  the  new  order  in 
the  Far  East,  Accordingly,  the  Japan's  national  poli«y  toward  China 
would  be  uunltered  in  any  case, oven  if  the  cabinet  might  be  shif,ted  to 
HIRiNLVA  i'roir  Tho  ari»y  is  determined  hold  fir"ly  the  said 
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stbadfastly  unalterable  national  policy  to  the  utr^ost.  Hence,  the 
arFy  is  looking  forward  the  freshness  of  KIBANlff'A  Cabinet  with  rather 
fresh  and  undisturbed  sentirrent  toward  the  formation  of  hIRAKUF'A 
Cabinet. 

The  arrry  kept  a  very  prudent  attitude  toward  such  a  hope  as  the 
continuation  of  the  KONCE  Cabinet.  In  other  words,  the  army  showed 
its  political  movement  only  through  Army  vinister  ITAGAKI.  The  army 
kept  silent  and  wished  the  early  completion  of  the  Cabinet  formation 
instead  of  making  any  request  as  to  whom  should  be  selected  for  the 
cabinet  members.  Nevertheless,  this  did  not  mean  that  it  would  keep 
on  this  silence  to  all  the  political  movements  of  the  HIBANUT'A  Cabinet. 

At  the  present  time  when  the  incident  had  already  reached  a  new 
stage  at  which  the  armed  battle  became  the  construction  battle,  no 
less  strong  array  would  be  necessary  of  the  members  than  that  formed 
around  the  center  of  the  so-called  five-ministers  conference  of  KCNCYE, 
ITAGAKI,  YONAI,  I13DA  and  AKITA  that  demanded  a  fur  more  closer  con¬ 
nection  and  cooperation  between  the  army  on  the  one  and  the  economic 
and  diplomatic  authorities  on  the  other  hand,  as  the  economic  as  well  as 
diplomatic  sides  had  been  pushed  out  of  the  way  and  as  the  mounting 
production  was  necessary  to  carry  out  the  land  defense  plan  for  two- 
sided  operations  against  Russia  as  well  as  China, 
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The  effective  realization  of  the  total  national  mobilization  plan 
is  the  all-important  motive  force  for  the  esteblishnient  of  the  New 
Order  in  East  Asia,  The  Jllitory,  therefore,  will  first  of  all  re¬ 
quire  the  HIRAI'IUF/JA  Cabinet  to  see  to  the  further  enlargement  and 
strengthening  of  the  power  of  the  Cabinet  Planning  Board.  The  desire 
of  the  Military  is  to  have  the  Planning  Board  quickly  reinforced  and 
strengthened  to  such  a  state  as  to  become  the  organ,  in  effect  and  true 
capacity,  for  the  making  and  executing  of  notional  measures  and  policies, 
so  that  the  lAlltary  may  be  relieved  of  all  its  politicQl  cares  and 
come  beck  at  the  quickest  possible  opportunity  to  its  proper  sphere  of 
activity  and  duty.  It  has  been  clearly  marked  of  late  that  the  f/llitary, 
in  the  prosecution  of  national  policies,  is  desirous  the  reject  the 
autocracy  of  the  government  officials  and  is  heartily  welcoming  the 
expression  of  the  people's  will.  This  tendency  must  be  noted  as  crucial 
in  directing  the  future  of  the  national  development.  We  have  also  the 
military  budget  amounting  over  5  billion  yon  and  some  other  moves  against 

the  coming  Diet  session.  The  Hilitory  has  much  to  look  forward  to  from 
the  HIRiJJUMi*  CJablnet. 
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